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[LIBERTIES 


HE two gteat Things worth con 
tending oor in this World, are Reli- 
gion and Liberty : For as without 
the Latter, the Life of Man would 
be much more unſupportable than now it is; ſo 
without the former all future Hopes muſt vaniſh 
at the Hour of Death, and the moſt Excellent 
Part of the Creation be * with the Beaſts 

that periſh. 
_ -*Thsthe Chtiftian Religion alone that can FT 
ford any tolerable Proſpect beyond the Grave; 
and tis the Reformed Part alone that can give 
any reaſonable Satisfaction of another Life; for 
whatever ſpecious — the Church of Roms 
2 may 


may wake in dns 0 ſave Mens Souls, they 
will be found N no 2 than 
Quack Recipes; they are too cheap th be good. 
For if a little Attrition, Confeflion, and Abſo- 
lation of the Prieft, are ſufficient to lave a Man, 
the moſt profligate Wretch now living need not 
deſpair of Happineſs: -_ 

The Reformed Religion, od particularly 


bat Part of it, the Chuzch Ly "ay cieg | 


o ſuch; abſurd Do Doctrines, t not che 
Men at that rate, they bid them not de 
upon this; for without a Prediſpoſition = 
other ſuitable Qualifications, they muſt never 
think of getting to Heaven. 
ng many Miſeries that accompany 
the Loſs of iberty, that of Renger ay be 
plac'd in the Front, at leaſt the moſt eſſential 
Part of it: And this is ſeen not only in Popifh 
Countries, but in athers likewiſe, who have 
had the Misfortune to come under Arbitrary 
r "_ A , 
The Au OL O © Ccount,.0 iD mark, tells 
us, that the Clergy there, who are ,—> cu» des 
930 upon the ws a ave full = given 
to be as bigotted as they pleaſe, W 

(he | ſays) they are to a very great. degree, ha- 
Ling no common Charity for any that. | 

m them in Opinion, except the Church of 
England, and; that meerly on a Tempor il -aG- 
count, being very defirous, if they could, to 
raiſe their own Fb. a to the Splendor 
22 nde 150 ours. He 5 8 that the 
People are ab ren govern'd e Prieſts, 
chat they keep them in awe: by ES; hes | 
Confciion Win * e the age 


% 


wa which every ape bop receives is oblig d 


undergo ; an o {rg Doctrine, which 


| 5 have had 5 dence of late to preach 


up from gur own.P 

The fame Auth or Pas how difficult and 
unlikely a thin Hun it is, for a People that have 
once loſt their Freedom = © to regain it, ſays, 
That the antient Love of Liberty ſeems to be 
quite extinct in the North, and in its place % 
have ſucceeded a miſerable Life, which jogs on 


with a Mixture of Eaſe and Rats: ; inſo- 


much that he verily believes the Danes do now 
really love Servitude, and, like the Cappadocians 
of old, could not make uſe of Liberty, if it 

were offered them, but would throw it away if 


they had it, and reſume their Chains, - For as 


this ingenious Author farther remarks, © Slavery, 
© like 2 ſickly Confticution „ grows in time {a 
c © habitual, that it ſeems no Burden nor Diſcaſe; 
© I creates a kind of Lazineſs and idle Deſpon- 

« FOcY which puts Men beyond Hopes and 
Fears; it mortifies Ambition, Emulation, and 
175 r troubleſome as well as active Qualities, 

ich Liberty and Freedom beget ; and in- 

d of them a ce only a dull kind of Plea. 
ſure, of being careleſs and inſenſible. 
1 this be oY the Cale of' thoſe unhappy 
Wretches that are ſubjeQed, to a Deſpotick 
Power, how can we of this Nation ſufficiently 
value our own happy Conſtitution, who have 
had the good Fortune hitherto to preſerve ous 
Liberties and Reli Whilſt the greatall Part 

of the World is ſubject to Slavery. 
That we may. ſtill continue the ſame Free 

Prople We now are, I ſhall in the fipſt place 

en dea- 


7 


(6) 
endeavour to ſhew what our Engliſh Conſtituti- 
on is, and in the next, who thoſe are that have 
been the greateſt Defenders or Betrayers of this 
excellent Form of Government. For altho' the 
firſt of theſe hath been ſufficiently handled by 
many learned and judicious Writers, yet tw 
be always neceſſary to put ſome Men in Mind 
of what they are very ready and willing to for- 
get. "He gs | 
The Engliſh Government, ſtrialy ſpeaking, 
is neither Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, nor Demo- 
cracy, but a Conſtitution fram'd out of each 
of theſe, commonly known by the Name of a 
Mixt Government, or Limited Monarchy, and 
altho* ſome Men very wiſe in their own Con- 
ceits have affirm'd, There can be no Govern- 
ment but what muſt be one of the fore-men- 
tion'd. There be others more wiſe, that have 
proved the contrary ; but there is little need of 
Argument, where Matter of Fact declares the 
Thing. The Lacedemonian Conſtitution was one 
of theſe ſorts of mixt Governments, their 
Kings had no other than a limited Power, they 
were often call'd to Account, and ſometimies 
put to Death for Male-adminiſtration. This 
Form of Government laſted the longeſt of any 
we read of, and had continued longer, had they 
not departed from the Maxims of their great 
Law-giver Zycurgus; but when Silver and Gold 
had found its way into their Country,, Corrup- 
tion followed upon it, which muſt in time de- 
ſtroy the wiſeſt Conſtitution. ' Platarch, who 
underſtood human Nature, and conſulted the 
Good of Mankind, as much as any Man then 
living, ſeems to prefer the Lacedemonian Govern- 
r ment 

| 


107 
ment above all others: Ou 


JT 
rE 


liſʒi Government 


differs much from that of Lacedemon, tho 
theirs conſiſted of three States as well as ours, 


but their Laws were defign'd to have been per- 
petual; whereas ours are chang d upon every 


Occaſion; beſides, the Prerogative of our Kings 


is much greater than theirs, tho not ſo great as 
ſome Men would have it; tis none of my pre- 
ſent Deſign to ſtate exactly what that is, but 
thus far I may venture to affirm, that no King 
of England can make abrogate, or alter any Law 
of the Realm, without the Advice and Conſent 
of the other two States. This I take to be the 
Foundation of that Saying, The King can do no 
Wrong; that is, he has no Right inveſted in him 


to wrong any Man, but is oblig'd by Law as 


well as Conſcience, to govern and conform 
himſelf to the Laws of his Kingdom. 
And to ſhew this is no new Doctrine, I ſhall 
ſet down ſome few of the beſt Authorities to the 


reſent Purpoſe. | 
In the firſt Place then, I ſhall recite the De- 
claration of the Lords and Commons, 10th. Rich. 
2. in their Meſlage to the King then at Eltham. 
Kuniov, Pap. . 7 


TS... 
Set & unum aliud de nuncio noſtro ſuper eſt nobis 
ex parte populi veſtri vobis intimare, Habent enim 
ex — * ftatuto & de facto non longe retroactis 
temporibus ex perienter quod dolendum eſt habito, ſi 


Rex maligno conſilio quocunque, vel inepta contuma- 
cia aut contemptu, ſeu proterva voluntate fingulari, 


ant quovis modo irregulari, ſe alienaverit, a Populo 


| ſuo, Fee Voluerit N Jura Regni 4 Stat uta & Tau- 


dabiles 


* 


Tee) 
Mehle Ordinationes, cum ſalabri couflis Duminorus, 
2 Prorerum Regni gabernari & regulari ; ſet e ap itoſe 


in ſuis inſanis confilits 71 priam en ar. Jaam | 


ſigularem proter vr exer ex tunc licitum eſt ei 
eum communi aſſenſu 22 cofenſi Populi Regni, 0 
gem de regal. ſolio abrogare, & Propinquzorem 
quem | de Aripe fy loco eus in oP hs Si yh 
me. | 
Ou Lords King. + Lt 

woe; But there is moregver one part of our Mel 
© fage fill left to acquaint you withal, in the 
Name of your People. They have ir by an- 

tient Statute, and by a late doleful Inftance, 
that in caſe ths King ſhall alienate himſelf 
from his People by 855 bad Advice whatſo- 
© ever; or fobl ge or Contempt, or 
c Ee will, or any bther irre 425 way; and 
will not be govern'd and tuled by the Tan, 
e Statutes and laudable Ordinances of 
© Realm, with the wholeſome. Advice of che 
Lords, and Peers of the Realm; but in a head- 
* ſtrong way will exerciſe his- On Self- will; 
© from therice forward it is lawful for them, with 
© the common Aſſent and Conſent of the Peo- 


* ple of the Realm, to depoſe the King from the 


. Regal Throne, and to promote ſome Kinſ- 
© man of his of the Royal Family „ to the Throne 
ok the Kingdom in his ſtead. 

And though this (as a learned LEY ingenious 
Auer obſetves) ſhould be a ſort of a Scare- 
Crow Doctrine to the Pa Aye. Obedience Men, 
he tieverthele affirms, tis the Tenor of all An- 


tiquity: It is the Doctrine of the Mirror in 


lah, very many places: It is the Doctrine of _- 
S=- 
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© Seventeenth Chapter of King Edward the Con- 
© feſſor's Laws. It is the Senſe of King Alfred's 
Stile, Dei Gratia & benevolentia Weſt-Saxonice 
© Gentis, That he was King by the Favour of 
God, and the Good-will of the Eng/:ſh Nation. 
© It is the Doctrine of the great Lawyers ſince 
© the Norman King; as particularly Bracton: 
Rex autem habet ſuperiorem Deum; Item legem per 
quam factus eſt Rex; Item curiam ſuam; Videlicet, 
Comites, Barones, qui Comites dicuntur quaſi ſocii : 
E i} Regis ; & qui habet ſocium habet Magiſtrum, . 
e ideo fi Rex fuerit ſine frano, i. e. ſme lege, debent ei 
* 


n 


? tr enum ponere, ni ſi ipſimet fuerint cum rege ſine fi reno, 
1 2 tunc clamabunt ſubditi & dicent, Domine J eſu 
Chriſte in Chamo & freno maxillas eorum conſtringe, 
>= | 44 ques Dominus, vocabo ſuper eos gentem robuſtam, 
I & longinquam G. ignotam, cujus linguam ignora- 


d bunt, 42 deſtruet eos, & evellet radices eorum de 


85 terra & a talibus judicabuntur, quia ſubditos nolu- 
16 | erunt juſte judicare, & in fine, ligatis manibus & 
is | pedibus eorum, mittet eos in caminum ignis & tene- 
1- bras exteriores, ubi erit fletus, & ſtridor dentium. 
|: | BraGon. Lib. 2. Cap. 16. Sect 3. 


h © The King hath three Superiors, God, and 

o- | © the Law, by which he is made King; and his L 
18 | © Court, namely Earls and Barons, becauſe | 
ſ\- | © they are called Comites, as being the Com- | 
12 | © panions of the King; and he that hath a Com- | 
| © panion, hatha Maſter: and therefore if the | 
us | © King ſhall be unbridled, that is, lawleſs,” they = 
e- | ought to bridle him, unleſs they themſelves | 
n, | | with their King ſhall be unbridled and lawleſs 
n- | © too; and then the Subject ſhall cry out and 
in | © ſay, Lord Jeſus Chriſt hold in their Jaws with 
he | © Bit and Bridle: to __ the Lord Day 
be- | | a 


(10) 
© Twill bring in upon them a robuſtious, and || 
© foreign, and unknown Nation, whoſe Lan- 
© guage they ſhall not underſtand ; which Na- 
* tion ſhall deſtroy them, and ſhall pluck up the 
© Roots of them from the Earth; and by ſuch || 

they themſelves ſhall be judged, becaufe they | 
© would not juſtly judge the Engliſh Subjects. 
And in Concluſion, being bound hand and 
© foot, the Lord ſhall throw them into a Fur- | 
© nace of Fire, and outer Darkneſs, where there 

© ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. #7 

This Doctrine is likewiſe agreeable to For- 
teſcue, Who ſays, That the People are the Fountain 

of Power, in that Expreſſion, Rex d Populo poteſta- 
tem effluxam habet. And that in another 1 Fo. he 
fays, That an Arbitrary Power to oppreſs the Sub- 
qects, could not proceed from the People themſelves ; 
and yet if it had not been from themſelves, ſuch a 
King as the King of England could hawe had no man- 
ner of Power at all over them. Sir William Temple 
ſays much to the ſame Purpoſe, That the _ 
of Government is the People, though the King be 
at the Top of it; and to found the Government 
upon a King, is to invert the Pyramid, and ſet 
it upon the Pinacle, where *twill be ſome what 
eite Make it ftand. 

I ſhall make uſe but of one Authority more, 
to make good what has been aſſerted, and I 
think, after that, I ſhall need no other, and 
that is the Preamble of all Acts of Parliament, 
down to this Day; where tis ſaid, Be it enacted 
by the King's or Queens moſt Excellent Majeſty, with 
Advice and Conſent of the Lord's Spiritual and Tem- 

Jap and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, and by 

&. 


Authority of the ſame, where I deſire it may be 
ta- 
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(12) 

taken notice, that the Ward Authority is ap- 
plied to the Lords and Commons in like manner 
as to the Prince. m 1 

By what has been ſaid, it appears plainly that 
ours is a Limited Monarchy, and that the Sub- 
jects are a free- born People. And let no Sy- 
cophant· Court - Paraſite henceforward, preſume 
to tell his Prince, that this Doctrine is a Dimi- 
nution of his Regal. Dignity, but rather let him 


> © know tis an Honour to an Engliſh King to go- 
vern ſuch a People. I cannot better conclude 


this Head, than with a Saying of an excellent 


Author, who lived and died a true Engliſhman, 


and was a very great Sufferer for the Truth; 
© I would ſcorn (ſays he) to be the Prince of a 
* Pafhive:Obedience-Nation, it degrades a 
King, and gives him the meaneſt Office in the 
World, and the moſt diſhonourable Employ- 
ment; for whereas a Herdſman and a Mule- 
teer are mean Callings, becauſe they only 
govern Cattle; So a King, becauſe he go- 
verns a vaſt Number of Men like himſelf, brave, 
wiſe, and free, is in the moſt exalted Station 
that is upon Earth; he is King of Kings, and 
is ſerved by Princes. But to wiſh they were 
a venal or a ſervile People, is as if a Lord 
Mayor ſhould chooſe to be Common-Hunt. 
Were it not foreign to my preſent Purpoſe, 
I did not doubt to make it appear, that the moſt 
antient as well as beſt Forms of Governments, 
have been Limited Monarchies, but tis ſufficient 
IJ have provꝰd our own to be ſuch ; I ſhall there 
fore in the ſecond Place conſider whether the 


N 


Principles and Practices of thoſe they call Whigg 


or Tory, (which was indeed the chief Deſign of 
. * 2 3 5 B 2 SES „ 2 this 
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Perſons who chiefly | 
irregular Proceedings, and when all other Me- 
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this Paper) have moſt contributed to the ſup- 
porting or Deſtruction of this excellent Conſti- 
tution. N e 


In order to this, twill be neceſſary to look a 


little backward, but I ſhall go no farther than 


the beginning of the laſt Civil Wars, and who- 


ſoever remembers, or has read the Tranſactions 


of thoſe Times, even thoſe Hiſtories that have 
been penn d moſt favourable on the Royal- ſide, 
cannot but confeſs that unhappy Prince, Charles 1. 


had the Misfortune to fall into the Hands of ve- F 


ry evil Counſellours ; I do believe the King in 


His own Nature to have been a very juſt as well 
as pious Prince; and if one half of what has 


been ſaid of him be true, he had certainly more 


| Religion than moſt of the Princes of this World 
have had, either before or fince : Whence then 
came that notorious Breach of our Conſtituti- 


on For that there was ſuch a Breach tis ma- 
nifeſt, for what can more effectually deſtroy 


your Settlement, than the raiſing Money without 
Conſent of Parliament, and the impriſoning the 
Subject, contrary to all Form of Law: You will 


ſay the King was ill advis'd, I believe ſo too, it 


remains then, that we inquire who thoſe Perſons 
were that gave this pernicious Advice; I care not 


to rake into the Aſhes of the Dead, or by naming 


Names to diſturb the Families of the Living; but 


this I will ſay negatively, they could not be 
Men of thoſe Principles that are now called 


Whiggs, becauſe thoſe were the Perſons that had 


often addreſs d (tho in vain) for Remedies a- 
gainſt theſe Grievances, and were likewiſe the 
felt the Weight of theſe 


n = 0 ws 


ty of Conſcience, as his Brother James did af- 


ws 


thods fail'd, were compell'd to repel Force by 
Force. Far be it from me, that I ſhould pre- 


tend to juſtify that bloody Cataſtrophe; nor did 


I ever yet diſcourſe with any one that did, I am, 


at the {fame time, as far from thinking that thoſe 
who firſt took up Arms for Defence of their 


Laws and Countrey, did ever defign the Mat- 


ter to have ended as it did. The beſt Informa- 


tion I can have, is, that the Body of the Nation 


” had little or no hand in it, and that the whole 


was brought about by a Faction in the Army, 
of which the Uſurper Cromwell Was the Head, 
and likewiſe that the Popiſh and French Coun- 
cil had no {mall Influence. | 


Thus I have in as few Words, and as modeſtly 
as I could, pointed out to you, who thoſe were 
that occaſion'd a Breach in our Conſtitution; 
and conſequently to whom (if to any part of 
the Nation) muſt be imputed that deteſted Fact, 
which has occaſion'd the Thirtieth of Fanuary 
to be a Day of Faſting. I have but one Word 
more to add on this melancholly Subject, be- 
cauſe I would willingly get quit of it as ſoon 


as I could; and that is, that fince that pious 


Prince has long ſince entred into his Reſt, and 
that all are long ſince dead, who had any hand, 
or were any way conſenting to that blood 
Act: That the Boutifeus of that Day would fuf- 
fer us to be a little at reſt too, and not make uſe 
of it as an Occaſion to inflame the Nation, and 
to promote endleſs Animoſities. | 5 
In the Reign of Charles II. many Irregularities 
were committed, and 'tis very well known who 
were his Counſellors ; he once granted a Liber- 
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ter him, without any Form of Law, and revok d 
it in as little time, as the other I preſume de- 
ſign d his to have laſted. In this King's Reign 
the Power of France grew eto that exorbitant 
Height, that it has ſince coſt this Nation, and 
other Nations of the World, more Millions, and 
Blood that can well be counted. And God a- 
lone knows what the final Iſſue may ſtill be. 


This King had never any about him that I could 


hear of, but Tories and Papiſts; a Whigg in 
thoſe Days ſerv'd for nothing elſe but to be 
hang'd. In his long penſionary Parliament, a 
poor Whigg could not get a Groat, whilſt others 


came as naturally for their Penſions as Beaſts to 


4 Crib. Let to their Honour muſt it be ſpoken, 
they would not let their Prince raiſe Money 
without their Conſent, but whether 'private 
Views, or the publick Welfare, had the- grea- 
teſt Prevalenty in this Reſolution, I leave it to 
others to determine. I ſhall make but one Re- 
mark more on the Reign I am now upon ; and 
that is, that when the Whiggs in order to preſerve 
our Church and Conſtitution, had prepar'd a 
Bill to exclude a Popiſh Succeſſor, the Tories 

would not ſuffer it co paſs, which might have 
prevented many ſucceeding Calamities, as well 
as the Murder of my Lord Ruſſell, 0 | 
Fames the Second acted not with that Cau- 
tion and Policy his Predeceſſor had done; for 
whereas the Court of the former was made 
up chiefly of Tories, and 4 little ſprinkling of 
Papiſts, the latter conſiſted chiefly of Papiſts ; 
conſequently the Mask is now taken off, and 
every Body ſees what the wiſeſt Part of the 
Nation faw. long before, nevertheleſs hy 
5 Obe 


n 


1 
Obedience is ſtill preachd up, which had its 
Riſe in the preceding Reign, But before we 
come to ſpeak of this lately reviv'd Doctrine, 
it may not be amiſs to enquire into the Conduct 
of the Clergy, ſo far as we are already gone, 
and examine how agreeable it has been to our 
Conſtitution. Twill be neceſſary thereunto to 
return back to the Place where I began, that is 
to ſay, the Reign of Charles the Firſt ; and there 


” we ſhall find the Illegalities of choſe Times 
7 preach'd up and juſtified by Sibthorp and Man- 


1 the S — ts of thoſe Days. What- 
ever Preferments theſe Men might afterwards 
arrive to, tis plain their Doctrines were con- 


trary to the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom. 


Before we proceed farther, twill be neceſſa- 
ry to take notice, that the Clergy have their 
Diviſions, Nick names and Appellations, as 
well as the Laity ; ſuch as High and Low, Vio- 
lent and Moderate, and ſometimes worſe than 
any of theſe: But let that paſs as they ſhall 
think fit; for my part, I have no other Names 
to diſtinguiſh them, but by Orthodox and He- 
terodox ; for how Orthodox ſoever a Man may 
be in reſpect of his Divine Qualifications, if 
ſuch an one ſhall advance Doctrines contrary to 
the Laws of the Realm, and deſtructive to the 
Conſtitution, I ſhall make bold to tell him, he 
is therein Heterodox. 3 

One would have thought, that after all that 
Blood and Confuſion that theſe Doctrines in a 


¶ great meaſure occaſion'd in the late troubleſome 


Times, they would never have been revived 
again; but alas! Man is a ſhort-ſighted Animal, 
tho? he fancies he foreſees every thing, tis * 


75 16 * 
he n not what a Day may bring forth... Al 1 
can ſay to the Matter is, that if Promotion cum. 
eth ber from i be. Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor 
from the South, Men will be apt to look to that 
Point of the Heavens from whence it may ariſe. 
Thus the exploded Doctrines in Charles the Firſt's 
Reign, are again ſet on foot in Charles. the Se- 
cond's ; and having ſlept for ſome time, and be- 
ing a little refreſh'd, they awake and riſe gain | 
with greater Strength and Vigour. | 

The famous Dr. Hicks, about the Year 83, in 
his Fovian, is pleas' d to lodge in the King 4 
whole Legiſlative, or the Power that makes a- 
ny Form of Words a Law. He ſays, The So- 

© yvereign Power may indeed be limited as to the 
© Exerciſe of this Legiſlative Power, which may | 
©. be confin'd to Bills and Writings prepared by 
© others; ; but till it is the Sovereign Authority. 

© who gives Life and Soul to the dead Letter of || 

© them *. This (as an Ingenious Author ob- 
ſerves) is as much as to ſay, the King alone makes 
Laws, and the two Houſes only find Stuff. 
Dr. Womack, in his Short way to a laſting Settle- || * 
ment, the Deſign of which was, to out the two 
Houſes from having any Share, or Authorita- || « 
tive Hand, as he calls it, in making the Laws, 
and was ſhortly after made a Biſhop for his good || 1 
Service, has this notable Expreſſion: : he! 
; © Houſes, you ſay, have a Hand inthe Legiſla- || * 
© tion; ſo hath the Beggar in my Alms. My | f 
foremention d Author obſerves how falſly this 
odious Compariſon is applied: for even the 
Faconanon Dath acknowledges that the Laws 
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of England are of the Folks ch 


certain Beggars are no Che 
But theſe Gentlemen are 


not content to 42 
ſtroy the Legiſlative, unleſs they can make Slaves 


of the reſt Sf their Fellow Subjects: For the 
flame FJovian ſays, Nou muſt be juſt ſuch de- 
8 fancaloſs Wrotelies under the irreſiſtable Power 
© ofthe Soveraign and his Forces, as the Roman 
5 Slaves were under the Soveraign and unac- 

© countable Power of their Maſters. You muſt 


4 8 de Slaves as to this Particular; you muſt truſt 


your Lives and Liberties with: your Soveraight 
© And therefore the Paſſive Behaviour taught 
© by St. Peter to the Roman Slaves, is your Dury=+ 
% — muſt be Paſſive- obedient, even to Death, 

© by virtue both of the Imperial Laws, and the 
© Laws of the Gofpel. —He that uſeth the 
Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword, not to re- 
© fiſt under the |< Pretext of Self-defence. 
et them do fo at their Peril; they ma 
© be legally hanged for it in this World, and 
© (without Repentance) wilt be damned for it 
in that which is to come. 

This is the true Doctrine of Pailive-Obedi- 
ence, and as People like it, let 'em make much 
of it. This was the Doctrine that Dr. Ball us d 
to liſp out in his Court - Sermons; Lives and 
Eſtates, Wives and Children, all things were 
Thaethar's ; all we had was Thethar's, and there- 
fore we were to render all co Tbætbar. 

It ſeems the Prior of Clerkenwell was of another 
Opinion in the Time of Hemy the Third, when 
in a Diſpute about a Point of Righe the King 
meant to overawe him, by ſaying in King 
mm way to the Moines Cele Men, Am 

not 


| 618 ) 
not J your King? Les, ſays he, while you go. 
vern according to Law, but no longer.. 
The Clergy, who had taſted the Sweet o 
this Doctrine, ran away full Cry with it down 
to the latter End of James the Second, when 
they happen'd to meet with an unfortunate Rub, 
which had well nigh for ever ruin'd this goodly 
Fabrick. I hate long Stories, eſpecially when 
Jam relating what the greateſt part now alive 
cannot but remember. The ſhort-of the Matter 
then was this, the Clergy having expreſly pro- 
mis d King James to inculcate Paſſive Qbedi- 
. ence upon all his Subjects, and thereby to bind 
the Nation Hand and Foot. This King never 
dreamt the Clergy had any Deſign to exempt 
themſelves from a Doctrine ſo univerſally deli- 
ver d; accordingly he began where moſt reaſo- 
nably he ought, not doubting but they were 
ready to practiſe what they had ſo freely 
preach'd : But when the Biſhops were ſent to 
the Tower for not cauſing the Declaration for 
Liberty of Conſcience to be read in their Chur- 
ches, as contrary to Law; and when the Mag- 
dalen College Men were turn'd a grazing for diſ- 
obeying the Royal Mandate, then thoſe who a 
little before had taught Obedience to Death, 
began now by degrees to inſtruct us how to re- 
ſiſt. The truth on't is, there was a double Miſ- 
take in this Affair; King James did not rightly 
underſtand them, and they were as much miſ- 
taken in him; for they never deſign'd this op- 
preſſive Doctrine ſhould fall any where but on 
the Laity. As one wittily enough obſerves, 
© That after they had made him believe that 
they were Paſſive to Death, and Loyal to the 
ton Death, 
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Death, hen the Burden of their own ill- 


© contrived C Oppteſſion came home to themſelves, 
and touch'd but one of their Fingers, they ſoon 
let him underſtand, that they had given him 
only a ſpiritual Kingdom, and not a Kingdom 
of this World: For if his Kingdom bad been of 
this World, then would his Servants have fought 
for him. But ſo they deluded and parted with 
their Paſſive Obedience King. For ( ſays this 
Excellent Author) Paſſive Obedience is cal- 
culated only for Tyranny : Suffering under 
Arbitrary and Illegal Commands and Orders 
cannot take place in a legal Government, nei- 
ther is there room for any ſuch thing. Till 
Paſſive Obedience has either found or made a 
Tyranny, it can never be a Duty; nor then 
neither, for Tyranny is not Government, bur 
the Deſtruction of it. 91 
Thoſe who have notrorned Scripture, in or- 
der to uphold theſe Slaviſh Tenents, have been 
fully anſwered by ſome of our beſt and ableſt 
Divines. As to my own Opinion, I take it, 
that to talk ſeriouſly with theſe Gentlemen, 
would be a: Jeſt, ſince tis evident they have 
made a Jeſt of their own Doctrine. If by Pg{E 
ſive. Obedience they mean a Subjection to Kis 
Laws of the Land, we are ready to ſhake Hands 
with them, and there's an End put to all farther 
Diſputes ; but if they mean a Subjection to the 
Arbitrary Will of the Prince, I would adviſe 


their Hearers to beware of them; and conſider 


whether twould not be proper to imitate the 
Practice of the Bear-Garden, when a Sham- 


Prize | is fought, and cry out, a Cheat, a Cheat; 


for tis evident beyond all Controverſy, that 
"Wa thelg 


0 20) 


theſe Gentlemen have no deſign to hurt one a- 
nother. Beſides, if the Caſe be thus, chat I 
muſt be made a Slave of, why may not I claim 
the Privilege of ſelling my ſelf, as has been the 
Practice of ſome miſerable Wretches, to our fo- 
reign Plantations? Then tis an Act of my 
own: But to be made à Piece of Merchandize 
of by the Policy of a crafty Prieſt, who ſhall 


ſneak off, and make himſelf merry with the 
Money, is ſuch an Indignity offer'd to Huma- 


nity, as is beyond the Patience of Man to un- 


Argo. bee d e | i 
Having made this little Digreſſion (Which I 
hope has not been altogether impertinent) I 


ſhall return back to King Fames : We ſhall find 


this unhappy Prince not ſecretly undermining, 


but with a bare Face overturning and rooting up 


the very Foundation of our Conſtitution ; an 
unheard of Court (till now) is erected to diſ- 


pence: with ſuch Laws that may be any Let or 


Impediment to his Majeſty's Deſigns ; there is 


now no | farther need of Parliaments, for che 


{ſame Power that can abrogate old Laws, may 
with as good Authority make new ones; and if 
thing elſe be wanting, there lies an Army 


at 

De 
Papiſts, to ſay they were the only Perſons that 
put the King upon theſe Meaſures, I fear there 
were too many Proteſtants (if they deſerve that 
Name) concerned in it. If any Man que+4 
ſtions the Truth of what I fay, let him look 
back to Act if of William and Mary, which de- 


clares the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, 


and there he will find theſe Words: 7/bereas the 
er RE © late 


* 
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How flow Heath, that ſhall make good all other 
feats. I would not do that Injuſtice to the 
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- | late King James the Second, by the Aſiſtance of dl. 
I poles | Bafa Fug and Miniſters i; 2 
n || by bim, did endenvour to ſubvert and extirpate the 
e | Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws and Liberties of 
> | this Kingdom, 8&c. Which is there made out by 
y | an Enumeration of ſundry Particulars. 
te Now tis certain the Lord Chancellor Jeſeriet, 
lt | and the reſt who were in that Eccleſiaſtical 
ne ”, Commiſſion, were not accounted 1 and 
a- I am pretty confident they were not Whigs, and 
n- | unleſs the Tories will take them, I know rione - 
| elfe will own them. TRE COVERS © ob 
1 The violent Proceedings of that Prince in a 
1 little time brought on that happy Revolution, 
nd which all good and pious Men, who have any 
g, | Senſe of their Country's Welfare, commemorate 
up | to: this day with the utmoſt Expyeflions of Gras 
titude to God, and Obligation to their Bene- 
factors. As for ſuch who have neither God not 
the Good of their Country in all their Thoughts, 
I have nothing to ſay to ſuch aban on'd 
as 5: - . e 
This Revolution of State occaſion'd likewiſe 
a Revolution of ſome Mens Principles, which 
may be well worch while the enquiring into 
King Famesr's Conduct, eſpecially that part of 
fit which related to the Church (which ſome 
People called 1 at the Houſe of God) 
had alarm'd all the Tory Party throughont the 
Kingdom; as for the Whigs, they were not at 
all furpriz d, twas no more than they had long 
expected, and would have prevented long before, 
f the Tories would have given them leave; know- 
ng well that the Duke of Torł, by embracing the 
Popiſh Religion, had abdicated the Government 
F | before 


* 


0229 , 

before ever he ſucceeded to it. But as I was 
ſaying, the Tories being thus alarm'd, began to 
look out for Help where-everthey could find it ; 
for as it hath been before obſerv'd, they had no 
manner of Inclination to exerciſe the Doctrines 
they had ſo long maintain d. Tis very well 
known what the late Biſhop of London did on 
this Occaſion, to his immortal Honour be it 


ſpoken. And there was a certain Temporal 
Paſſive- Obedience Lord, whom I ſhould: have 


been glad to have accompanied into the Weſt, 
had I been of this ſide the Water, and I believe 
ſhould have never repented of what had done. 
But according to the old Iralian Proverb, Paſſato 
i malo, gabbato il ſanto, So it prov'd in this 
caſe, and thoſe who were very deſirous of the 
Prince of Oranges coming to ſave them, were 
now (the Weather appearing a little fair) as 
ſolicitous how. to. ſend him away back again. 
In order to this, for a preſent Expedient, a Re- 
genqy is propos d a thing altogether ſo novel 
and inconſiſtent with the Engliſh Conſtitution, 
that no Body could imagine what'the Propoſers 
meant, unleſs. it were in order to have their old 
Maſter back again. Thoſe worthy Patriots who 
ſet the Crown on. the Heads of 'the Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange, knew better things; they 
had ſeen and felt too much of the former Admi- 
niſtration, to be fob'd off with fo impracticable 
a Scheme; and thereupon, after mature Delibe- 
ration, having reckon'd up the ſeveral Miſcar- 
riages of the ſaid King, declare farther, that 
Whereas the late King James the Second, bawing 
abdicated the Government, the Throne was thereby 


4 


5 - 


become vacant. 


Import of chat Phraſe. 


r 


N (27) | 
I deſire it may be here obſerv'd, That there is 
2 wide difference betwixt Deſertion and Abdica- 
tion. I make this Remark, becauſe ſome inge- 
nious Gentlemen of late (to ſhew their Parts, 
or ſomething worſe). have endeavoured to con- 
found one with the other. A meer Deſertion 
cannot give any immediate Authority to fet ano- 
ther on the Throne, becauſe the Statutes of the 
Realm do ordain, that upon ſuch Deſertion, the 


# King ſhall be ſent to and invited to return back 
to his former Government, and at leaſt forty 


Days is allow'd him for that purpoſe; and till 
that Time be expired, I do not fee how any o- 
ther can lawtully be put in his place: But Ab- 
dication is a thing of a quite different nature, 
and this is what thoſe who choſe it knew very 
well. For tho' the Word was ſomewhat new to 
us, till upon this Occaſion ; the antient Writers 
were well acquainted with ir. I ſhall recite a 
Paſſage out of Tully, which will make this Mat- 
ter evident: In his third Ph:lippick, ſpeaking of 
Mark Anthony's offering a Crown to Cæſar, lays, 
Eo die non modo Conſulatu, ſed etiam Libertate ſe 
abdicavit ; eſſet enim ipſi certe ſtatim ſerviendum, ſi 
Cæſar ab eo regni inſigne accipere voluiſſet. At 
© that time he not only abdicated his Conſul- 
* ſhip, but his Liberty; for if Cæſar would 
**. have accepted the Crown, Mark Anthony muſt 
e preſently have turned Slave. Now (as a cer- 
tain Author well remarks) ark Anthony by this 
Action did not expreſly renounce his Conſulſhip 
or Liberty, or run away from both of them, but 
he did that which was: inconſiſtent with them 
both, He forfeited them both; which is the true 
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Church had Power to puniſh obſtinate Separa- 
tiſts. If they look forward, the leaſt they can 


was ane Doctor that got at leaſt a thouſand 


 conferr'd on ſome of the capital Offenders, 


* 


FS © 

If it were lawful to dive into this myſterious 
Part of the Tory's Conduct; poffibly a Man 
without any great Difficulty might fathom the 
Bottom. It may be canfider'd, the Clergy had 
now pretty well recover'd aut of the Fright 
King James had put them into. They had now 
Leifure to look, backward, as well as forward. 
If they caſt an Eye backward, they beheld thoſe 
glorious Days, when the penal Laws were in 
farce againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, whilſt che 


expect, is a Toleration eſtabliſh'd by Law ; fo 
that no more Griſt is like to come to Mill by Of- 
fences of that kind. This was fo terrible a Mor- 
tiſication to thoſe of Dactor: Commons, they could 
never bare the Sound of Revolution with any 
tolerable Patience; and I am informed, there 


Pounds a Year by the Sins of Schiſma- 


& for the Lay- Tories, they found themſelves 
in Danger, not only of being ſhut out of Pre- 
ferments for the future, but likewiſe to be call d 
to Account fortheir paſt Conduct; but as it fell 
out, they were more afraid than hurt, to the 
you Prejudice of the Publick, as well as the 

juſtice done themſelves; for I humbly con- 
ceive, if ſome exemplary Puniſhment had been 


nt & 2 boils py 
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Things might have logk'd with a more favou- 
rable Aſpect to ſucceeding Generations, for as 
Dodbr Sacheverell well obſerves, there maſt be 
wholſome Severities to make fome People learn 


pan ug 3 QO {2 


1 „ 
uſe of Briars and Thorns, to teach the Men of. 
Succoth, Judges 8. 16. | 


The Paſſive-Obedience-Men were not a lit- 
tle confounded how to make the Revolution 
ſuit with their late Pulpit-Doctrines, ſuch as 
unalterable Succeflion, Indefeaſibleneſs, and. 
Unaccountableneſs of Princes, and the reſt of 
their Jargon; ſo that twas fear'd they would 
not comply nor ſwear to the Government, and 


ſo muſt leave their Places, and that thereupon. 


would enſue a Famine of the Word, which 
ſome thought would not have been much more 
pernicious than the falſe Gloſſes which had been 
made on the Bible; but they found Expedients, 
and the Oaths . were ſwallowed both by. 
Clergy and Laity, a few ſqueamiſh Conſci- 
ences only excepted. „ 
The Crown thus ſettled by Right of Parlia- 
ment on King William and Queen Mary, and 
in default of their Iſſue, on the Princeſs - Anne 
of Denmark, our preſent rightful and lawful 
Queen, (whom God long preſerve) the Tories 
were pleas'd to tell us, tho' they could not 
make a King, they knew how to obey him. 
What Loyal Subjects thoſe Gentlemen after- 
wards prov'd, comes in the next Place to be 

conſider d. * 
King James having abdicated the Govern- 
ment (as you have heard) fled away to his good 
Friend and Ally the French King, who had a 
particular Kindneſs for him, and not only took 
care of him the remaining part of his Life, but 
promis'd his Good-will ſhould not ceaſe with bis. 
Death ; (but that by the by) the King (whoſe 
Intereſt was the ſame "_ that of hisnew Gn 
did 


(26) 

did not defign to put him off with fair Words, 
but forthwith ſent him away, with all neceſfary 
Accommodation to head his Popiſn Subjects in 
Treland, who ſtood in Arms ready to receive him. 

Tis notmy Deſign to write an Hiſtory of that, 
or any other of the Wars; every body knows 
how that War ended, to the Eternal nee of 
King William; and che Battle of the Boyne will 
never be ſpoke of, but as one of ehe moſt glo- 
rious Actions of the laſt Century. 1 

The French King having thus aſſiſted King 
James, there was no great Doubt to be made 

ut that he had broken Peace with us : Neither 

did it deſerve long Conſideration, whether a 
War ſhould be declar'd againſt him. Accor- 
dingly a War is proclaim'd, in which the Par- 
liament then in Being, as all other ſucceeding 
Parliaments ſeem'd heartily to concur ; this ap- 
pear'd by their repeated Votes, that they would 
ſtand by their Majeſties with their Lives and 
Fortunes, to reduce the exorbitant. Power of 
France (a Word much in vogue in thoſe Days) 
and had they been as good as their Word, in 1 
humane Probability there might have been A 


Ipecdy End of the Quarrel, and the Nation not 


ſoon have been troubled: with a ſucceeding 


War. But ſuch was the Fate of that unhappy, 


tho' beſt of Kings, that he mer with little elſe 
but fair Promiſes. For even the Land-Tax was 
hardly paſt at the time, when he ought to have 
been at the Head of his Armies. This the Ene- 
my ler how to make ſo good Advantage of, 
that little elſe beſides the Burthen of a War, 
came to our Share. It may be worth while to 
enquire a little into this unaccountable Conduct, 
which 
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which has brought ſo much Miſery and Diftrefs 
on hola Nathan he al oo ten 

In the firſt Place then it may be obſerv'd, 
that if a Prince happens to aſcend the Throne, 
who has not the Fortune to be in the good 
Graces of the Tories; the Tories from that ve- 
ry time commence the verieſt Whiggs in Na- 
ture. Thus it came to paſs that no Money- Bill 


"> © muſt paſs till Grievances were firſt enquir d in- 


to. If none happen d to appear, they muſt ſeek 
out till they found ſome; if they diſpair'd of 
finding any, then ſomechipg muſt be mended 
in the Conſtitution. Tis to this ſplenatick Tem- 
per of the Tories, that we owe ſeveral good 
Laws, ſuch as that for regulating Tryals 
in High- Treaſon; that for Triennial Parlia- 
ments; had they been Annual, the Subjects E- 
ſtates might probably have been leſs incumbred; 
o that upon theſe Conſiderations, a Man would 
be tempted to wiſh that the Tories might for 
ever remain out of Humour: But the unlucky 
Miſtake of theſe Gentlemen has been, to be e- 
ver moſt ſollicitous for the Subjects Liberty, 
when it has been leaſt invaded. Straining at 
Gnats, and ſwallowing Camels, Thus, thoſe who 
with a quiet ſerene Countenance, could look 
75 and ſee the Lord Ruſſel ſuffer for High- Trea- 
ſon, when Miſpriſion was the utmoſt could be 
laid to his Charge; could ſee College hurry d a- 
way to Tryal, and deny'd thoſe Papers that 
were abſolutely neceſſary to the making his De. 
fence; could be content to let a Scribere eſt ager, 
_ - paſs for an Overt- act, to cut off the Head of 
Algernon Sidney, could juſtify Sir Thomas Arm. 
ſtrong's ſuffering for an Out- la wry, before ever 
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it had taken place; : and many other bloody E- 
normities of the ſame kind. Theſe very Men 
are now all of a ſudden ſo ſqueamiſh grown, ſo 
tenacious of the Subjects Liberty, that even the 
Legiſlature it ſelf muſt not be allowed the Pri- 
vilege to ſupply the Place of a viva voce Evi- 
dence, clandeſtinely ſpirited away, tho* his 
Depoſitions be upon Record; and they them- 


ſelves believe the Party arraign'd to be every 


way guilty *. i 3 


What can any Man ſay in Juſtification of 


[eſe Proceedings? A Man had need of the 
Meekneſs of Moſes, to conſider them with any 
tolerable Degree of Patience. But to proceed; 
Ihe King finding what Difficulty there was 
to get Supplies, and thoſe when given, were for 
the moſt part, ſo out of ſeaſon, that they ſerv'd 
at beſt but for a defenſive War, was forc'd much 
againſt his Will to clap up an indifferent Peace, 
ſince no better could be then obtain'd) very 
well known by the Peace of Ryſwick. Charles 
the Second, then King of Spain, was at that 


time in a very weak State of Health, and ha- 


ving no Child, twas fear'd on his Demiſe, a 


freſh War might break out betwixt France and 


the Houſe of Auſtria, in which the Confederates 
muſt have been again engag'd. To prevent 
which, a Partition of the Spaniſh Monarchy 
was contrivd, in which a very inconſiderable 
part was allotted to the Houſe of Bourbon, com- 
paratively to what it now enjoys. However, 
this part was not ſo inconſiderable, but twas 
thought by the Tories in thoſe — 2 it might 


Dy The Gaſeof Sir John Fennick. Horns 
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prove of dangerous Conſequence to the Safety 
of theſe Kingdoms. Accordingly the ſaid Trea- 
ty of Partition was very ſcurvily us d, ſome 
calling it a felonious Treaty, paying at 
the ſame time a profound Compliment to their 
Sovereign, who had the chief Hand in ſetting 
it on foot. But King Charles dying about this 

time, an End was put to this Diſpute, and the 


French King, whom the Tories thought to have 
had too great a Share in the Partition, hap- 


pen'd not to be'of their Opinion ; and thereup- 
on Oe Me to ſeize the whole. > = 

The Conduct of the French King in this Af- 
fair, and the proclaiming the pretended, Son of 
the Deceaſed King Fames, as King of theſe 
Realms, occaſion'd the Nation to come into a 
freſh War. King William, who had only time 
to form ſome Confederacies in order thereunto, 
preſently after departed this Life. A Prince, 

hoſe greateſt Misfortune ſeems to have been, 


to have been deſtin d to govern ſo perv erſe and 


obſtinate a People. . 
| muſt obſerve in this Place, that the Tories 
ould never have ſo effectually defeated the 
great Deſigns of this excellent Prince, had they 
10t been joined by ſome Apoſtate Whiggs ; and 
s it has been obſerved, a Renegado uſually makes 
he beſt Turk; ſo theſe Gentlemen thought the7 
ould never do enough to ſhe the Sincerity of 
eir Converſio . e 
The Occaſion of theſe Gentlemen's chang. 
g Sides, would be no great Difficulty to ac- 
ount for; a white Staff, a gold Key, and the 
riry Seal, ſome thought would have ſet all 
latters to rights, but I ſhall waſte no longer 
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time on ſuch Mercenary Wretche.. 
The King being dead, Queen Anne aſcends 
the Throne, and as her Predeceſſor had be- 
gun to form Alliances, the Queen proceeds in 
the ſame Steps; accordingly the then Earl of 
Marlborough is ſent over into Holland, both to 
confirm old Treaties; and to make new ones. 
War is proclaimed againſt France and Spain. 
Addreſſes are made by both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, that no Peace ſhould be made till the 
whole Monarchy of Spain be reſtored to the 
Houſe of Auſtria; the Anſwers from the 
Throne are all concurring with theſe Addreſſes. 
do abſolutely neceſſary was it thought in thoſe 
Days, in order to the Welfare and Safety o 
theſe Kingdoms, That no Part of the Spaniſh AAo 
nercby ſhould remain'in the Houſe of Bourbon. : : 
We will now examine a little into the Con 
duct of the Whiggs, and ſee. how they behav'd 
themſelves in this ſecond War. The, Whigg 
were Þ far from imitating what the Tories hac 
done before them, in retarding Supplies, & 
That tho they: had little or no Expectation 0 
coming into Places of Preferment, or bein 
Court - Favourites; they . heartily and unan 
mouſly join d in raiſing Money. And thus 
came to paſs, that the Land- Tax, which ſeldon 
paſt before April or May in the former W: 
Philſt che Tories clogg d the Wheels, was nov 
generally ſpeaking, paſt into a Law befoi 
Khrifhwas „This ſpeedy giving of Money m 
with an anſwerable Succeſs, to the Wonder af 
Aſtonifhment of all the World; ſo that t. 
Glory of Her Majeſty's Arms, and the Co 
duct of her renowned General was a e 
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The Whiggs had fo well recommended them 
ſelves to Her b Nlajefty Favour by their faith 
ful Services, that ſhe thought fitto take ſome of 
bg- them into conſiderable Places of Truſt and Ho- 
ug nour. This the Tories beheld with fuch an in- 
vidious Eye, that they not only loft all manner 
h to of Patience, but even their Loyalty to boot, for 
nein a ſcandalous Libel, cal'd, The Memnurial of 
the Church of England, "after having falfely and 
na maliciouſty inſinuated the Church to be in Dan 
MTWger; they are pleas' d to tell us, That Nature 
will rebel againſt Prinoiple: Very fine indeed! and 
is all your boaſted Loyalty come to this at laſt? 
What publick Grievances can you complain of? 
Is there any ching elſe — vo want of Power 
to do Miſchief that troubles you? Had the Na- 
tion ever a fairer Proſpect of Felicity, than 
ven aſſiſted by the Councils of that faithful, 
wife and vigilant Miniſtry? A Miniftry that 
un ſtruck Terror into our Enemies, whilſt it gave 
juſt Satisfaction to all our Allies. Did ever che 
Brit iſb Arms ſhine with ſo bright a Luſtre, as 
when under the — — of a General, 
. | whoſe Worth is ſpoken of in all Languages of 
che World, ſave that of his own Country? A 
wh General that had ſpread abroad the Britiſh Fame 
+ in Countries, which had ſcarce ever heard the 
Name of Britain. 
were I diſpos'd to write a Panegyrick on this 
great Man, or did he need it, I ſhould not 
doubt to prove, that neither the Edwards nor 
the Henrys ever brought ſuch Glory to their 
native Country; nor Rome it ſelf with all her 
boaſted Commanders, ever ow'd- more to the 
greateſt of them all. Their * in- 
eed 
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22 adorn'd with Captive Kings, and with 
t 


ſelves! Whilſt injur'd Virtue and the juſt Rights 
of Mankind, are ſet at Liberty by the Duke of 
Marihorough.- my 
I could inlarge much farther on this Subject, 
did not the Stupidity of the Times prevent me; 
but tis to be hop'd, anunborn Generation may 
ariſe, that may bluſh at their Fore-fathers Beha- 
viour, notwithſtanding the Calumny of a Mer- 
cenary Examiner. - RICE 
Thus far have I gone with the Tory-Con- 
duct, which I hope they will take to be a very 
modeſt Account of their Proceedings; I am ſure 
they muſt do fo, if they compare it with ſome 
other Conduct they . have oblig'd the World 
with; but if they think otherwiſe, they may 
pleaſe to take notice, there are ſeveral other 
Particulars I could have added to the Bill; ſuch 
as the ſelling of Dunkirk,the breaking the Triple 
League, the ſhutting up of the Exchequer, the 
adviſing the two Dutch Wars,-ſo prejudicial to 
the Civil and Sacred Rights of Europe; the de- 
livering up of Charters, with ſome other mo- 
dern Items, which they may poſſibly here of 
hereafter. 
But I muſt now return to the Clergy, whom 
I left getting down the Oaths as well as they 
could ; ſome of them having found Salvo's this 
way, ſome another. But there were ſome ſuch 
ſqueamiſh Conſciences (as I obſerv'd) that no 
buttering would make them go down. Theſe, 
tho' not very conſiderable for their Numbers, 
were very much ſo in their own Opinion; for 
they took upon them to call themſelves the on- 


ly 


Spoils of Nations more innocent than them 


77'S 
NAY 


md. 


* i = L'S \ m_ \ mm 
8 : 2 222 — | * a : „ . ” 7 AE wa 2 N * 92 * 1 * * N * 
: 2 ; * 


vith l true Orthodox Church of England, accoun - 
em- ting the reſt of the Epiſcopacy to be Schiſma- 
ts ticks, as well as the Diſſeaters. + _ © 


1 o 


_ Agreat Deference was paid to theſe Non- 
jurors. Some accounting them a ſort of Petty- 
martyrs, the Generality of the Function ſpoke 
very favourably of them; ſome courted them, 
in order to their having two Strings to their 
- & Bow; they might as well have conſider'd what 
A becomes of thoſe. that fit between two Stools. 
& But how honeſt ſoever their Principles were, I 
am ſure their Practices were none of the beſt. 
Some of them having taken upon them to abſolve 
the Aſſaſſinators of King William, tho chey ne- 
ver acknowledged their Grime, or ſhew'd any 
Signs of Repentance. Many of thoſe chat had 
taken the Oaths, appear'd with leſs Honeſty 
than thoſe that had refus'd them. Some of them 
openly confefling they had ſworn againſt their 
Conſciences, and hoped for a fair Opportunity 
of undoing what they had done. Others had 
recourſe to tlie mean Shifts of de jure, and de 
facto. There was one Point, in which the Ge- 
nerality of them ſeem'd to agree, and that was 
in a hearty Diſlike to the preſent Government. 
| In thoſe Days Paffive-Obedienge was as much 
hom out of Faſhion, as it had been in vogue in the 
they Former Reigns. For where-ever a King reſolves 
this to govern by Law, this Doctrine is altogether 
ſuch Nuſeleſs and unproficable. . 
t no There had been a Cuſtom among the Clergy, 
heſe, that when they pray d for the King in their 
bers, Pulpits, they us d to ſtile him; Over all Orders 
for nd Degrees of Men, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, 
f Supream Moderator and Governor; this Form of 
ly | * "2. oper 
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Speech began now to be laid aſide, and indeed 
has never fince been taken up, but by a-few in- 
conſiderable Low Church men. N 
The Diſuſe of this cuſtomary way of Pray- 
ing (eſpecially at this time) may probably let 
us into part of the Secret of Mr. Leſley's Buſineſs 
with a certain Young Man abroad. But vou 
that are concern'd in that Affair, take care you 
are not deceiv d, and that inſtead of gaining an 
Independency from the State, and larger Pri- 
vileges than what you now have, you do not 
totally loſe what you now poſſeſs. 
I You may remember how well the pretended 
Father kept his Word with you, and you can- 
not forget how well you kept your Word with 
him; and you may be ſure the Pretended Son 
has had too true a Character of you, ever to 
place any great Confidence in ou. 
Beſides, I muſt tell you, 1 never had any 
great Opinion of Eccleſiaſtical Bargains, ſince 
a certain Story I heard ſome Years ago. *T was 
a little before the Time of your Friend King 
Fames's taking his Leave of you, when a certain 
Number of Biſhops waited on the King, offer 
ing him their Advice, which he was very ready 
to accept. The Matters of Complaint were the 
Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, Diſpenſations, Mag- 
dalen College, the Jeſuit Schools, Cc, all ſelfiſh. 
Now twas obſerv'd, that if the Biſhops had taken 
with them ſome of the Inn-keepers of Brandford, 
they would have told them there was a certai 
Army at Hounſlow Heath, which was no leſ: 
troubleſome to them, than the not filling ur 
the vacant Sees could be to the other. 


ane 


I muſt likewiſe let you know, the late Ad- 
vances you have made towards Popery will not 
do your Buſineſs, unleſs you go a little farther * 
For to tell us the Neceſſity of Auricular Con- 


feſfion, and the Prieftly Abſolution, with the 


Conceit of the Sacrifice of the Maſs (tho' theſe 
may be pretty gainful Doctrines) will not do 
without taking the Remainder of that Idolatrous 


. Worſhip along with you. But I cannot forbear 
dl remarking in this place, that if your Predeceſ- 


re the 
, Mag- 
ſelfiſh. 
taken 


ndford, 
:ertain 
0 leſs 


ſors of the Lower Houſe of Convocation in 
King William's Convention Parliament, would 
have vouchſafed as much Civility at that time to 
the Diſſenters, as has been ſince ſhewn to thoſe 
of the Romiſh Communion, you would not have 
found many of them to have rail'd at: But 
as Nolumus Leges Angliæ mutare, was then the 
Text, I hope you will now think fit to ſtick 
tO It. | | bo 
I do not ſay, that the Body of the Clergy are 
conſenting to theſe Popiſh Tenents, any more 
than to the Rebaptization lately practis'd at 
Exeter; but J ſhould be glad to know why the 
Learned Dr. Smalridge or Dr. Atterbary have not 
thought fit to exerciſe their Pens in order to put 
a ſtop to theſe Innovations; or whether the lat- 
ter does not think the Faith that was once deli- 
wer'd to the Saints, as well worth contending for, 
as the Rights of the Lower Houſe of Convoca- 
tion. As little do 1 deſign thoſe juſt Reflections 
that have fallen on a Part, ſhould attack the 
Clergy in general. Iam very well aſſured there 
are many worthy Members of that Venerable 
Society, and am as much grieved that thoſe 
ſhopld happen to be the Men the moſt unwor- 
E 2 thily 
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thily treated; not to mention that profligate 
Writer that comes out twice a Week, who thinks 
he has Authority given him to abuſe thoſe in 
the higheſt Station. There are other Marks of 
Diſreſpect too evident, that he that runs may 
read them. 

The Man that preaches the Goſpel with the 
greateſt Plainneſs and Purity, has but a thin i 
Congregation, compar'd with him who has a 
good Faculty at Railing; and Reviling, The 
Truth is, ſince a certain eminent Doctor has | 
brought this Pulpit. railing into faſhion, there's 
ſcarce any thing elſe will go down. Men take 
little reliſh in a Sermon now-a-days, unleſs they 

can hear their Neighbours abus'd ; as if going 
to Church was for no other End but to learn to 
hate and ſpeak evil one of another. ti 

Tho' this be an inexcuſable Fault in the Hears 
ers, the Crime is much greater in thoſe that 
have us d them to it. It is impoſſible but that Of- 
fences will come, but wae pate, bim through whom 
rhe come. 

This Method, avs directly tend to deſtroy the 
ſecond great Command, 7hou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy Fs and the fulfilling of the firſt de- 

ends upon the keeping of the ſecond ; for thus 
St. John argues, If a Man ſay, 1 ove God, and 
hateth his Brother, be is a Liar; for be that Joweth 
wot bis Brother whom be hath ſeen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not ſeen? So that by this way 
of Preaching, and the Peoples practiſing, the 
greateſt Benefit that ever was done to Mankind 
is like to come to nought ; and the worſt Reli- 

ion would have ferv'd theſe Men as well as the 


ſt. This is a very fad Conlideration, but too 
true not to be taken notice of. 


e Wh 
I ſhall now draw to a Concluſion, having in 
a manner ftiniſh'd what -I deſign for the preſent. 
1 have ſhewn in the firſt place what is the true 
Form of our Engliſh Government, in which I 
have made uſe of the beſt Helps I could get; ſo 
that if I have been guilty of any Miſtake, I 
have deriv'd it from thoſe who knew much bet- 
ter than my ſelf ; having had an eye both to 
© juſtify what was acted at the Revolution; and 
to 1 her preſent Majeſty's Title againſf all 

0 


ſuch ho ſhall ſet up an Indefeaſable or Here- 


's ditary Right in oppoſition to it. | 


I have in the next place given a ſhort Abſtract 
of the Tory- Conduct, wherein ] have us d nei- 
ther Art nor Aggravation : Had I been diſpos d 
to have enlarg d on ſundry Particulars, this 
might have ſwell'd to a large Volume. I could 
have ſhewn, that the old Tory Principles are al- 
together inconſiſtent with the publick Good of 
theſe Kingdoms; and ſhould they ever take 
place, will in all probability prove the Ruin of 
Prince or Conſtitution. But this, with ſome 
other Matters, may be the Subje of another. 
Treatiſe. „ 

I ſhall not now offer ſuch an Affront to my 
Reader's Judgment, as to ask him which Party 
he thinks have behav'd themſelves moſt like free- 
born Subjects, which is the Caſe of us Subjects; 
or have been freeſt from breaking into the — 
mental Laws of our Conſtitution, or promoted 
Innovations. Nor would J have him think I 
have any Intent to enlarge the Breaches that are 
between us; God knows they are wide enough 
already. No, I would beg the Favour only of 
thoſe who are ſo free at caſting Stones, to exa- 


mine 
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mine whether they are without fault themſelves; ; 
and that in the mean time they would ceaſe to 
revile and calumniate thoſe of their Country- 
men, who without any great Compliment may 

pretend to as much Honeſty as themſelves. 

The Reader may likewiſe take notice (if he 
pleaſes) that what has been here related for the 
ſpace of the laſt thirty Years, comes almoſt all 
within my own Remembrance, which is a bet- 
ter Authority to me than all the Records ata 
Faticans in the World. 

If I have been miſtaken in any material Point, 
1 ſhall be obliged to any candid Writer that will 
ſer me right. But as to ſuch who think to put 
me off with their ſcurrilous Examiner, be it 
known to them, I ſhall think my ſelf no more 
oblig'd io regard him, than I am to turn my 
Face to the Fumes of a Common Shore. 

I am too well affured that this uncharitable 
Spirit that is gone forth into the Nation, and 
has been ſo induſtriouſly fomented of late, "muſt 
(if not check'd by Almighty God) in a ſhort 
time be the Ruin of the whole; this is a Crime 
that carries its own Puniſhment along with it, 
A Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand. If 
ge bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be 
not conſumed one of another. Let no Man delude 
himſelf with a preſent Security, and ſay, Peace, 
Peace, when there is 10 Peace; for God hath 
ſaid, Tbere is no Peace to the Wicked. There is 4 
remarkable Paſſage in the Prophet Feremiab, 
which I cannot forbear reciting. It was when 
the Egyptians had rais'd the Siege of the Chaldeans, 
and the People flatter d themſelves with a laſting 
bare, the e is bid go and tell thoſe of 
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Feruſalem, Thus ; ſaith 'the Lord, deceive not your 


ſelves, ſaying, the Chaldeans ſhall ſurely depart 
. from us: for they ſhall, not depart. For tho' ye had 
"ſmitten the whole Army of the Chaldeans that fight 
a againſt you, and there remained but wounded MAen a- 


mang them, get they ſbould riſe wp every Man in hie | 
Tent, and bury this City with Eire, Jer. 37. 9, 10. 
1 pray God it may not be our own Caſe, I am | 
very much afraid ou. Wickedneſs cries as loud | 


Z 


for Vengeance as that the Feu, and I know 
not upon what GrolnU8F we can promiſe our 
ſelves Safety, unleſs.updn a Reformation, 
For altho' the preſent Peace ſhould be the 
moſt Glorious that ever yet was. made, tho 
juſt Satisfaction has been given to every one of 
the Allies, as well as a due Regard been had to 
the Nacion's Honour; tho' Commerce be ex- 
tended from Pole to Pole, and the South Seas be- 
come as familiar to us as the North; tho? our 
Garners may be full, affording all manner of Store, 
our Sheep bring forth Thouſands and Ten Thouſands in 
our Streets; tho“ there be no breaking in nor going 
out, no complaining in our Streets, yet there will 
ſtill be ſomething wanting to make us happy; 
and that is, that we live and love as Brethren, 
that whenever a final Decree ſhall go forth to 


this Chriſtian Virtue may not render us unca- 
pable of being Cirizens of a better Country, 
when all the Governments of the Earth ſhall be 
diſfolv'd, and Time ſhall be no more. 

Upon this ſerious Conſideration, I cannot 
better end this Diſcourſe, than with that excel- 
tent Collect of our Church, which I deſire all 
that read this heartily to join in. for Es 
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